
AM I A QUARRY OPERATOR?    

 

Is the site a place where an activity is carried out above 
ground for the purpose of extracting any material, other 
than any coal or any mineral, from the earth? 

YES 

OR 

Is the site a place where an activity 
is carried out above ground for the 
purpose of processing any material, 
other than any coal or any mineral, 
at the site where the material is 
extracted? 

YES 

Is the processing 
limited to loading 
trucks from a 
stockpile or 
loading trucks via a 
static grizzly?  

NO 

OR 

It is not relevant whether or 
not the material is to be 
processed for commercial 
gain and whether or not 
explosives are used. 

NO 

YES 

Is the site a place where processing is carried out but not 
at the same site as the place where extraction is carried 
out?  

YES 

START THE SITE IS A 
QUARRY 

OPERATION & YOU 
ARE A QUARRY 

OPERATOR 

Are explosives used? 

Are more than 4 
quarry workers 
ordinarily employed on 
the site? 

A GRADE CoC 
REQUIRED 

B GRADE CoC 
REQUIRED 

NO 

YES 

 
YES 

NO 

Am I a Quarry Operator ? 
Adapted from WorkSafe document “Am I a Mining Operation? Source link:  here.  1 April 2015 
WorkSafe: http://www.business.govt.nz/worksafe/information-guidance/guidance-by-industry/extractives 
MITO: https://mito.org.nz/extractive 

Mineral means a naturally occurring inorganic substance 
beneath or at the surface of the earth, and 
• Includes metallic minerals, non-metallic minerals, and 

precious stones; but 
• Does not include clay, coal, gravel, limestone, sand, or 

stone. 

What are your 
Certificate of 
Competency 

Requirements? 

THE SITE IS NOT A QUARRY 
OPERATION BUT YOU MAY 
BE SOME OTHER KIND OF 

MINING OPERATION & YOU 
SHOULD GO HERE TO CHECK 

THIS 

A Certificate of Competency (CoC) is issued 
by the Board of Examiners & permits you to 
operate a quarry under certain conditions.  
To obtain a CoC from the Board you need to: 
• Pass certain prescribed unit standards; 

• Have the prescribed period & type of 
work experience; 

• For some CoCs pass an oral 
examination; and, 

• Maintain competence through 
completing continuing professional 
development on an annual basis. 

The unit standards that make up a CoC are 
prescribed in a Gazette notice here. 
MITO is the industry training organisation & 
information on qualifications and unit 
standards relating to CoCs can be found 
here. 
 

As a quarry operator, what else do you need to know? 
Your safety management system should consider the following hazard 
management plans: 
• Roads & other vehicle operating areas 
• Tips, ponds and voids 
• Ground instability 
• Inundation & inrush 
• Mobile plant maintenance 
• Fixed plant maintenance with a special emphasis on guarding 
• Emergency management 
• Worker health 
• Worker participation, and 
• Others as set out in WorkSafe guidelines found here 
You should have a process for identifying all hazards and risk assessing 
all significant hazards. 
While your quarry is not subject to Parts 1, 2 & 3 of the 2013 
Regulations (found here), you should treat the regulations as guidelines 
until the release of the  WorkSafe guideline: Health and Safety at 
Surface Mines, Alluvial Mines and Quarries expected in June 2015. 

Am I a Quarry Operation? 

What type of CoC do I 
need? 
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